Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Newborough Parish Council – Monday 13thApril 2026
Present: Cllr N Clarke, Cllr Skipper, Cllr Bell, Cllr Sanders, Cllr J Clarke, Cllr Mainwaring.
Also present: C Holmes; Borough Councillor Hudson; 1 Parishioner

1. Apologies for absence

Cllr Gould, County Councillor Brown.

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th April 2025.

All agreed to be a true record of the meeting.

Action; Clerk to convert to upload to website.

3. Matters arising from those minutes.

Item 7 – The drains and gullies are due to be cleared in the coming weeks, and work has been undertaken on the pipes on Holly Bush Road.

Item 7 – We have spoken to Staffs CC regarding the central build out. They have a job listed to repair any current damage and they are coming to visit the area with County Councillor Brown to look at a potential solution. 

4. Chairman’s Report

The Parish Council
Again, we have managed to maintain a level of stability this year within the Parish Council with a re-elected Chairman, namely me. The parish council said goodbye to Cllr Jill Clarke to which a thank you was offered and hello to a new councillor in the form of Simon Mousley. Simon is also the new owner of the Red Lion pub. A further thank you was offered to all the councillors for their work throughout the year. 
Goodbye to 2025
May day Well Dressing
Well, what can I say. What a roaring success this was. A well-attended event with so many activities created by the Well Dressing committee. 
Anna Milton-Lewis, Gill Forbes and Ruth Dicker were on-hand to deliver an inspiration floral display with a food theme.
We ran our own bar in the absence of the Red Lion with the help of volunteers and had a profitable day enabling us to support the charities with good donations.

Remembrance Day
This year we had the event delivered by Reverend Terry and the pupils from Needwood Primary school. We rolled out the spectacular display of poppies which had previously been created by Margaret Gaal, June Bullingham and the Knit ‘n’ natter members. This will always be a feature of our display.
We also had 24 poppies attached to lamp posts and any other pole we could find to show the support of the village for the fallen.
The Red Lion
Although this is not particularly a Parish Council matter, the Red Lion is at the heart of the community and the focal point of the village. I would like to think that as a Parish Council we played a supportive role in the negotiation of the sale in the sense that the property remained a public house and not turned into residential building.
I have to say that Simon has developed the Red Lion into a popular place to support all age groups.
Hollybush Road
The flooding work on Hollybush was undertaken to stop flooding which until now has had a positive effect. This will continue to be reviewed in the colder months. 
Christmas Jumper Day
Supported by the Red Lion and the Vintage Tea Room, we had our first Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day. Whilst you could donate online, we had a raffle where we raised £1100.
Christmas lights switch on
With the Red Lion in full swing, were able to have a well-attended afternoon and evening. The fir trees were decorated again with colourful lights and baubles, and entertainment was provided by Charlotte. Simon Mousley was invited to turn on the lights.
2026
May Day Fete 
We will not be having a well-dressing this year but will be having the usual May Day celebrations with stalls. 
Village Clean-up days
This year we have already had our first village clean-up day. There are several stalwarts who attend most of the days, but it would be nice to see a few others joining us. 
These will continue throughout the year so please look out for adverts in the Parish Post and Newborough Facebook page.

Litter
In my last report, I highlighted the litter problem and how it infuriated me. With that in mind, Tom Hartshorne and I gathered eight bags of rubbish from the mitre crossroads, plus enough car parts to probably build a new one.
Following that, we had an organised litter picking day where we cleared 24 bags of rubbish from all roads leading into and out of the village.
Whilst we thanked everyone who helped in a Parish Post, I was extremely disappointed by the turn out as only one parishioner came to support the councillors! Tom joined us again to offer his help, and we received apologies from two other people who were not parishioners.
We all want to live in a clean and tidy village, but clearly very few people want to do anything about it.
Tree planting
We have been looking at ways to ‘pretty up’ the village and we decided that we would plant cherry trees at each of the four points of the village. This project has been hijacked by the Duchy who were looking for projects leading up to the King’s 80th birthday in November 2028. They have 80 projects to put in place across the Duchy areas.
The trees were planted in early April and were looking good in full blossom. I received a call from James Bullock, one Saturday morning to say that one of the trees had been stolen! We are looking at replacing this one.
Yoxall Road
You may have noticed over time that the road outside the Red Lion has sunken and gradually got worse. The Parish Council reported this to Highways, and work on this has now been completed.
A thank you was offered to Sarah Skipper for maintaining the flower troughs. 
Gullies
Whilst working with Highways can sometimes be problematic, we have had periodic gully emptying. It is proposed that we are proactive with this and work towards a making sure our water drainage system is as clear as it can be. It was agreed to review this with the lead at Staffs Highways on gullies.
Potholes
We are aware of the dis-repair of our roads, and we are in constant contact with the Highways department about this. The parish council organised for County Councillor Brown to attend to review the potholes on Bow Meadow Lane and it was agreed these weren’t repaired to a high standard and this will be reviewed by highways. 
Could I ask you to help us with this by reporting of anything you see. You can report through the mystaffs app.
Riverbank Park
The play park has been through another inspection and apart from a couple minor items, I can report it is in full working order for all to enjoy. A fence has also been replaced as it had rotted and fallen.
Riparian owners
Please could I just remind riparian owners of their responsibilities. Please clear any over-hanging branches which could disrupt the flow and please do not leave anything on the banks which could be washed down stream and cause blockages.
Speed watch
This has not taken place this year as we have now got the SIDS in place. From what I have observed, these seem to be doing the trick and generally car drivers are respectful of the speed required through the village. There is obviously still the odd one who feels it is a racetrack! 
Restoration of the Well
A thank you was offered to Andy Sulin for pointing up the well on Hollybush Road. This looks much better 
5. Annual Accounts: Unaudited Balance Sheet

Income:
Precept showed an increase of 4% for 2025/2026 with a total of £17,316.00 and a grant from ESBC which has remained at £308.00.
We have also had a slight decrease in bank interest for this year as we are now being charged monthly for the bank account. The VAT refund was £438.42, and a grant was received of £750 for the well dressing committee but this is yet to be received.
The Parish Council held a detailed discussion regarding the precept for the 2026/2027 financial year, with particular focus on the ground’s maintenance contract, which is currently out to tender. Councillors noted that additional work will need to be incorporated into the contract moving forward, as a parishioner who had previously undertaken some maintenance work on a voluntary basis is unfortunately no longer able to continue. It was also anticipated that tender submissions may reflect an increase in costs.
Whilst the 2026/2027 precept represents a 6% increase, the overall increase from £17,316.00 in 2025/2026 to £18,355.00 in 2026/2027 equates to £1,039. Councillors considered this to be an appropriate increase at the present time, although it was acknowledged that this does not allow significant flexibility given the forthcoming maintenance contract and the potential improvements within the village.

Expenditure:
The parish council have largely remained on budget throughout the year with some notable additions such as the remembrance poppies, further Christmas lights and a range of banners. Work has also been undertaken on the trees within the village in line with the tree survey report undertaken which was an unexpected expense as the survey was due and the tree became damaged earlier than predicted. Some additional work was added to the grounds maintenance contract that was also unexpected for this financial year but is now reflected in the 2026/2027 budget. 
The current balance stands at £31,112.83 with reserved funds of £15,863.47 for traffic calming project and £3500.24 for the well dressing.
It was discussed that the reserve funds for traffic calming will be reviewed in the current months in line with beautification projects and restoration work that needs doing within the village. Any suggestions for this would be welcomed from parishioners.
6. Reports from Committees, Borough and County Councillors

Borough Councillor Update – Councillor Phil Hudson
Councillor Hudson reported his disappointment with the work undertaken by ESBC over the past year, stating that he believes the authority has not reached its full potential. He noted that concerns regarding the Planning Department were raised at the most recent committee meeting, particularly in relation to a lack of training and the impact of staffing shortages on the timely progression of work.
The ongoing situation at The Maltings in Uttoxeter was also discussed. Councillor Hudson advised that progress continues to be slow, with no resolution to date. It has been suggested at committee level that the site may be cleared entirely and redeveloped as a park.
An update on the proposed Sports Hub at the Quarry in Uttoxeter was requested; however, no new information is currently available.
Councillor Hudson confirmed that CCF funding is due to recommence from April 2026.
Local Government Reorganisation was also discussed. Further developments are expected over the coming year, which may result in changes to the role and responsibilities of parish councillors.
Food waste collections were noted, with the new service having commenced this week.
Finally, the relocation of the charity Burton Hope was discussed.

May Day Fete Committee Report
Planning for the Newborough May Day Fete is progressing well, with the committee meeting regularly over recent months to organise this year’s event and ensure it continues to be a successful and enjoyable occasion for the whole community.
The fete remains an important community event in the parish calendar, bringing residents together while also raising funds to support local activities and projects. The committee is currently working on finalising a range of traditional fete attractions, including stalls, games and refreshments, as well as arranging entertainment to ensure there is something for all ages to enjoy on the day.
This year we are also introducing a preloved clothes stall, which will give residents the opportunity to donate good quality, clean clothing and toys that can be resold at the fete to raise additional funds. Donation drop-off dates have been arranged at the church foyer on Mondays and Wednesdays between 9th March and 22nd April, and we hope this will be a positive way for the community to contribute while also promoting reuse and reducing waste.
The committee is also continuing to liaise with local groups, volunteers and stallholders who generously give their time and support to help make the fete possible. As always, the success of the event relies heavily on the efforts of volunteers, and we are very grateful to everyone who has already offered their help.
We look forward to welcoming residents and visitors to the fete and hope it will once again be a well-supported and enjoyable community event for Newborough.

7. Comments & Questions from Parishioners 

The church was discussed and a new vicar will be starting in the coming weeks. It was hoped that All Saints would get a monthly service moving forward.
A meeting with a benefice was undertaken to discuss the future of the church and how it can continue with an aging congregation and funding being an issue. 

Meeting closed at 20.46pm
Next Meeting is the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 11th May 2025.
Parish Council information can be found on the internet at - www.newboroughparishcouncil.org.uk
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