Minutes of the Newborough Parish Council Meeting – Monday 2nd March 2026
Present, Cllr N Clarke, Cllr Gould, Cllr Skipper, Cllr Bell, Cllr Mousley, Cllr Mainwaring
Also present: C Holmes, Naomi Browne from Duchy of Lancaster; 1 Parishioner.

1. Apologies for absence
Borough Councillor Hudson; Cllr Sanders, County Councillor Brown
2. Declarations of Interest
None

3. Chairman’s Opening Remarks
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed appreciation for those attending. He noted the upcoming May Day Fete on 4 May, which the village was looking forward to, and reminded members of the village litter pick taking place on 21 March. Volunteers to assist with the litter pick would be greatly appreciated. 

Action: Clerk to send out posters for the events

4.  Public Forum (10 mins allocated)

Naomi Browne discussed the Duchy of Lancaster benevolent fund which is open to a variety of projects on or near to Duchy land. 

5. County & Borough Cllr Reports

County Councillor’s Report – sent via email.

County Councillor Brown provided an update on recent Staffordshire County Council matters. She noted upcoming county events including Staffordshire History Day on 28 March 2026 and Staffordshire Day on 1 May 2026, encouraging residents to visit local libraries and museums.
Cllr Brown reported that at the SCC Full Council meeting on 12 February, Council Tax was increased by 3.99%. She also provided an update on discussions relating to rural bus and library surveys, noting concerns that rural communities may struggle to meet participation numbers compared with larger towns.
She highlighted the promotion of Family Hubs, with the nearest located in Burton, and raised concerns regarding County Farms, where two sites have been put forward for potential development as part of the Betley and Audley Local Plan.
Cllr Brown also outlined ongoing discussions regarding Local Government Reorganisation, including proposals relating to the structure of future unitary authorities.
A number of meetings had been attended during the period, including Full Council, Highways meetings, the A515 Steering Group, Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny, and local community meetings.
In relation to Highways, Cllr Brown reported that she continues to raise issues including potholes and speeding with the County Council. Members and residents were encouraged to continue reporting potholes via the official reporting system and to forward reference numbers for urgent or unresolved cases. Specific issues raised locally included potholes at the Abbots Bromley end chicane and urgent potholes on Thorney Lanes.

6. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 9th February 2026
All agreed to be a true record of the meeting.

Action: Clerk to convert to upload to website

7. Matters arising from those minutes.

None

8. Review Planning Applications 
	Planning No:
	
Date
	Premises
	Planning requested
	Council Actions
	Decision

	P/2025/00742
	31.07.25
	Chantry Cottage, Roost Hill, Newborough, Staffordshire, DE13 8ST
	Change of use of land to form part of residential curtilage, retention and additional formation of hard standing to form driveway and erection of a detached double garage with external staircase 
	No comments added by the council.

	Registered

	P/2025/00680
	13.08.25
	Pur Brook Farm, Bromley Road, Newborough, Staffordshire, WS15 3FX
	Erection of an agricultural building for storage & housing cattle
	No comments added by the council.

	Registered

	P/2025/00680
	17.09.25
	Pur Brook Farm, Bromley Road, Newborough, Staffordshire, WS15 3FX
	Erection of an agricultural building for storage & housing cattle
	No comments added by the council.

	Registered

	P/2025/01190
	21.10.25
	The Villa Duffield Lane Newborough Staffordshire DE13 8SH
	Partial demolition of existing single storey lean to to facilitate the erection of a single storey rear extension, alterations to the existing conservatory roof and retention of conversion of detached annexe to form an ancillary annexe / Holiday let.
	An issue was raised in relation to parking as currently the residents are parking on double yellow lines and concerns raised for this exacerbating the issue.
This has stopped emergency vehicles previously
	Registered






	P/2025/01378
	17.12.25
	PUR BROOK FARM BROMLEY ROAD NEWBOROUGH WS15 3FX
	Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to remove Condition 6 of Planning Application P/2020/00417 relating to Erection of a cattle barn to house breeding cattle, bulk feed and bedding and formation of access track
	
	Registered

	P/2025/01372
	17.12.25
	2 THE STABLES THORNEY LANES NEWBOROUGH DE13 8RY
	Erection of a single storey rear extension with patio above 30cm from ground level
	
	Permits

	P/2026/00014
	05.01.26
	SWARBOURNE COTTAGE BOW MEADOW LANE NEWBOROUGH END NEWBOROUGH DE13 8SR
	Demolition of existing garage and garden room to facilitate the erection of a detached garage and detached garden room.
	
	Permits



9. To discuss the restoration of the sculpture in the centre of the village
It was agreed that the items would be pressure washed to improve their appearance and subsequently treated with oil for preservation.
Action: Cllr Skipper to look at cleaning them prior to oiling them.
10. To discuss village beautification and planting
The Parish Council reported that it had approached the Duchy regarding a proposal to plant cherry trees at the entrances to the village as part of the “80 for 80” initiative, which aims to deliver 80 projects to mark His Majesty the King’s birthday. Naomi from the Duchy attended to discuss the proposal further. The trees and planting would be funded by the Duchy and pictures of the project presented to His Majesty as part of the celebrations.
It was explained that the trees would be planted during the current planting season within the hedges around the village gateway signs, with approximately four to five trees proposed. The trees would be approximately 3.5–4 metres in height, and it is hoped they would be in bloom for the May Day celebrations.
The parishioner present, Sara Brown confirmed she would project manage the planting. As the Duchy will be funding the trees, Members discussed the possibility of allocating funds within the Council’s budget to plant spring bulbs in the autumn to complement the scheme. Wildflower planting was also discussed; however, it was noted that wildflower meadows require significant maintenance, whereas daffodils are lower maintenance and return each year.
Further planting within the village was discussed and Members agreed to proceed with the cherry tree planting proposal.
Action: Cllr Skipper to review locations with Sara Brown.

11. To review and approve the Financial Regulations 2026

The Financial Regulations were reviewed and approved.

Action: Clerk to update the website 

12. To review and approve the Publication Scheme 2026

The Publication Scheme was reviewed and approved.

Action: Clerk to update the website 

13. To review and approve the Risk Assessment 2026

The Risk Assessment was reviewed and approved.

Action: Clerk to update the website 

14. [bookmark: _Hlk494718186]Clerk’s Report: to include banking changes, finance & correspondence.

· CORRESPONDENCE & ONGOING MATTERS

Bags and collection of waste ordered for the village clean up

Potholes reported on Bow Meadow Lane

Potholes reported on Moat Lane

Broken drain on Elton Close repaired 

Bagots Park Wood, near Abbots Bromley
Forestry England plans to create a 303-hectare woodland on recently purchased land near Abbots Bromley. The scheme will plant mixed tree species to absorb carbon, enhance the landscape, support wildlife, and provide future sustainable timber. The woodland will be open to the public for recreation and wellbeing.
An early engagement survey is open for initial feedback:
https://consult.forestryengland.uk/forestry-england/bagots-park-wood-early-engagement/
A formal public consultation with draft plans will follow later this year. Nearby residents (within 1 km and those overlooking the site) have been notified.
More information: https://www.forestryengland.uk/article/bagots-park-wood

Internal audit payment review undertaken

Memorial bench prices obtained for Sue Treacher. Sloane & Sons have benches from £399 with £45 for the plaque. Garden Furniture do engraving on the actual bench for £449.99 and recycled plastic benches with plaques can be purchased for £570 including the plaque. This will be passed on to the family members.

A parishioner has advised that, when recently posting notices in the bus shelter notice board, they noticed several items relating to past events. These have since been removed.

A parishioner has queried whether the developers of the new houses near Dark Lane have fulfilled the planning condition requiring reinstatement of the triangle at the bottom of Dark Lane. As the development is now complete, it was suggested considering reminding the developers of this obligation. It was agreed to look at tidying this up and potentially adding some grass seed.

Action: Clerk to pass memorial bench information to the family members; Cllr Clarke to look at the triangle at the bottom of Dark Lane


· FINANCE 

	Date
	Payment No
	Budget Category 
	Invoice Details
	 Invoice Amount

	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	04/02/2026
	OLP108
	Printing, Stationery, (inc Newsletters) Postage, Mileage etc
	ICO
	-£52.00
	 
	-£           52.00 

	11/02/2026
	OLP109
	Gift/Storage etc
	 
	-£100.00
	 
	-£         100.00 

	11/02/2026
	OLP110
	Maintenance (inc inspections)
	Tree Works
	-£1,230.00
	-£  246.00 
	-£      1,476.00 

	17/02/2026
	 
	Bank Interest
	 
	-£4.25
	 
	-£             4.25 

	02/03/2026
	OLP111
	Clerks Salary
	 
	-£472.67
	 
	-£         472.67 

	02/03/2026
	OLP112
	Clerks Salary
	HMRC
	-£104.40
	 
	-£         104.40 





All payments agreed by the council 
[bookmark: _Hlk494718099][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
· Bank Balances as of 28th February 2026

	Current Account
	64993563
	£12,913.86

	Savings Account
	73882462
	£15,857.39

	Well Dressing Account
	73880562
	£2,391.65

	TOTAL
	£31,162.90


[image: ]













15. Councillors Reports

The gullies were discussed and it was agreed to look at Staffs CC coming to suck them out.

The parking up to the junction by the school and people attending the pub was discussed as it is difficult to see when pulling out. 

A parishioner queried the movements in recent weeks at Poplars Farm. It was explained that this was maintenance on the property being undertaken. 

Cllr Mousley discussed if anyone has any issues or requests in relation to the pub to pop in and discuss them with him or his phone number is in the window should they prefer to call.

A thank you to Cllr Clarke and to Tom Hartshorn was expressed for completing a litter pick. Clerk to arrange collection of the rubbish.

The new houses at the bottom of Yoxall Road were discussed in relation to the growing potholes and it was agreed to report these again via the Staffs Report app. 

It was agreed to advertise the village litter pick via the Parish Post.

Milestones to be cleaned this month by Cllr Skipper and Cllr Sanders.

Action: Clerk to discuss cleaning of the gullies with County Councillor Brown, Clerk to arrange the collection of existing rubbish. Clerk to advertise the Village Litter Pick, Cllr Skipper and Cllr Sanders to review the cleaning of the milestone signs.

Meeting closed at 20.34pm
Next Parish Council Meeting – Monday 13th April 2026
Parish Council information can be found on the internet at - www.newboroughparishcouncil.org.uk


Signed by Chairman

Name:


Signature:


Date:

7 		Chairman Initials:……
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